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Abstract:   The world is becoming increasingly centralized. 
We have fewer platforms to choose for our financial, social, 
technological, of informational needs every day. We have 
to accept whatever terms and conditions they impose. 
Bitcoin uses blockchain to break free of this in the financial 
realm. While Bitcoin has many limitations, it is only one 
possible use of more generalizing distributed ledger 
technology. New developments expand these possibilities 
to all types of trustless, decentralized interactions. 
Blockchain is fundamentally a source of data consistency 
that offers a foundation for new types of platforms that 
empower individuals, and allow us to live our lives as we 
choose without requiring permission from central 
authorities.
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