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CONFESSIONS OF AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
WARRIOR 
What I learned from the  
Civil Action odyssey on behalf  
of the Woburn Families

Mr. Schlichtmann is renowned for his pioneering work in the Woburn water contamination 
case that for the first time brought together leading experts in science, medicine, and 
engineering and used a novel multi-disciplinary approach to unravel the complex interaction 
between industrial activities and public health. His groundbreaking work has been the subject 
of several legal and scientific journals and books, national and international television and radio 
shows, press reports, and magazine stories including “60 Minutes” and “Nova”. The Woburn 
odyssey was chronicled in the national bestseller, “A Civil Action” which became a major 
motion picture starring John Travolta as Mr. Schlichtmann.

The Hiram H. Lesar Distinguished Lecture Series was established 
by the School of Law in 1992 to honor founding Dean Hiram H. 
Lesar, whose many personal and professional concerns included an 
interest in civil rights.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2022
Reception: 5 p.m. • Formal Lounge 
Lecture: 6 p.m. • School of Law Auditorium
For disability accommodations call 618/453-5738.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
https://bit.ly/Lesar-Lecture-Schlichtmann

TO DONATE TO THE FUND:  
www.siuf.org/giving/payment.php


