
This series of films by Heather M. 
O’Brien aims to offer a nuanced di-
alogue on issues relating to gender, 
spirituality, grief, exile, and belong-
ing. Local poetics and politics within 
the context of Illinois are further un-
packed vis-à-vis O’Brien’s inclusion of 
a recent film by Cody Tracy, an MFA 
candidate in Southern Illinois Univer-
sity’s School of Media Arts (SOMA), 
where  O’Brien is an Assistant Profes-
sor of Cinema. Conversation moderat-
ed by artist and Associate Professor in 
SOMA, Sarah Lewison.
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