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“This book skillfully limns an engaging account of Kaskaskia’s colonial beginnings, 
its multitudinous tribulations, and its ultimate surrender to the waters of the Mis-
sissippi. Highly reliable and readable, and furnished with numerous illustrations, 
the work will appeal to the specialist and general reader alike.”—Morris S. Arnold, 
author of Colonial Arkansas, 1686–1804: A Social and Cultural History

“This book is a must-read for anyone who enjoys colonial history or strange Amer-
icana: the authors take the reader on a journey into the intriguing story of this 
Midwestern community with an amazing French past that had everything going for 
it, even becoming a state capital, before fate decided otherwise.”—Joseph Gagné, 
creator of Electronic New France and author of Inconquis: Deux retraites françaises 
vers la Louisiane après 1760

“This book draws together a visual and descriptive history of Kaskaskia, its homes, 
and the lives of its people. Lost Kaskaskia lives again in photographs and text in this 
thoroughly researched study.”—Margaret Kimball Brown, author of History as 
They Lived It: A Social History of Prairie du Rocher, Illinois
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This first comprehensive account of the Illinois village of Kaskaskia covers 
more than two hundred years in the vast and compelling history of the state. David 
MacDonald and Raine Waters explore Illinois’s first capital in great detail, from its 
foundation in 1703 to its destruction by the Mississippi River in the latter part of the 
nineteenth century. The authors focus on the town’s growth, struggles, prosperity, 
decline, and obliteration, providing an overview of its domestic architecture to 
reveal how its residents lived. 

David MacDonald is an emeritus professor of history at Illinois State University 
and the author of Lives of Fort de Chartres: Commandants, Soldiers, and Civilians 
in French Illinois, 1720–1770.

Raine Waters is an instructor of history at Heartland Community College and 
Illinois Valley Community College.
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